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A ) Cours magistral : The ‘Racial’ History of the United States. >
_~

Answer the 2 questions below, using what you know about American ‘racial’ history. If you wish, you
can also illustrate your answers with examples taken from literature, films or songs that you mighe

know.

Question 1:
Minimum 12 lines
20

What exactly wasfis the Ku Klux Klan? Who created it in 1865 and for what reasons? Has it totaly
disappeared today?

Question 2
Minimum 12 lines
20

It is often said that there were two periods of *reconstruction” in American history. The first came =
the end of the Civil War in 1865 and the second, almost a century later, during the 1950s and 1960=
along with the Civil Rights Movement.

Why was this ‘second reconstruction’ necessary?

Would you say that it was a complete success and that all the battles for ‘racial’ equality have been
won in the United States?

B.) Lecture de documents

Answer the following questions using the extracts which you will find on the next page:
/30

1) What is meant by the terms the ‘American Dream’ and the ‘American Way of Life’? /10
(Minimum 8 lines) f‘

2) Since the 1950s and 1960s people’s belief in this ‘American Dream’ seems to have changed. In
what way? How has this happened? /10
(Minimum 8 lines)

2) What is the American ‘character / ‘mentality’ said to be? What historical events helped to shape
(fagonner) this ‘character’ / ‘mentality"?/10
(Minimum 8 lines)
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[...] The fesling an American dreads most is that ufb&lng EII..I!-]{"_' |
—held fast in the mud of an environment where everything seems: -
stagrant. In many sreas of Europe end the Far East chis has beed,
men'’s destiny for cenones, but to an American it seems & violation of -
everything he has felt sbous [ife. The sensation of being trapped js"
the ultimate indignity. So he moves And his moving keeps alive.
hiis sanue of sociel pna.nblh:? the belief that anmn:thr.ng can happen.

¢ ~and a4 long as something can heppen all is nor lost,

' This hope and the accompanying mood of adventure are & clue o'

thr impact the internal migrations have had on the American chir

| sicest They sarve to sxplein why each pewdfrontier, and especially -

"" the Far Western one, has been romanticized in the folk imagina-
' tion. Buffalo Bill’, Kit Carson® and the other Indian Scouts’, General
Cus:er', the "Silver kings" of the Comstock lode!, and even “bad-
men” like Eﬂl}r 'the Kid' have become type ﬂgm'l:a af a tradichon
which hes, o itself aut in the "Westerns”, the mtr'd'l.tl-, mli LT:IE'

pulp fiction®
B H?.'l: Lenreen, America as a Civilizaron. Simon Elnd Snrhusbzr, 15'5'1'

E1.|:Ffi:|B|l| (18461917} mﬂmﬂlmmmwmﬁmdﬁuﬁnwt
.gtln.luh:Slm
L ¥# Carson {1805-1848): an eaploess of the Wac ]
3. Indlian Scomes: dhose 'whe wee sent out to pacher I.nFJmn.uw.Bhu.tlzrmnmdﬂm
iemenis of Indiend duclng dhe Indian Wi
4. Beneral Curer (1EI9-1876) an offlesr lnd:tlﬂﬁmpﬂmfwahttﬁgindmn
He died during the batele of Lisde Bighorn.
5. Bilver leinps: allodes oo chose whao pot rich fram diver mining.
8, Comatock bodes rich depogits of allver In Nevada,
‘Eu‘pﬁtmﬂﬁlﬂﬂ-—lﬂﬂ-ﬂruﬂhdnf.‘.mﬁbhﬁzﬁm h&[ﬂhl[‘dh‘lkmﬂz:
. PquH:ﬁnmmmt#'mmdmp s=nsmticmal fiction.

*T wer Enufnﬁgf-ufmﬂ;fz:: ufth: Ammﬂum when Ib:rn[fu this truck... I
now I'm loaking for a parking spoce.”

Chris WiLoT, cartoonstock.com.

Mdﬂiax.

"] We hold these Truths t be self-eviden, har all Men ars-creared
equal, that they are endowed by their Creator with certain -
alienable Rights, that smong these are Life, Liberty and the Pussult of

'-ak..pm-:m —Thar to secure thess Rights, Governunents are mstituted

Men, deriving thelr just Powers from the Consent of, thi
emed, that whenever sny Form of Government becomes de-
smuctive of these Ends, it is the Right of the People to alter or 1o

,;:- = it ard o instinete new Government, laying itz Foundation on
ga-h Princlnles and organizing its Powers in such Farm, s to them
o 'h_:m:chlrmm&uﬂﬂdErﬁrmﬂanpm Pro-

femce indeed, will dictate thar Governments long established

T e -

ol e be changed for light and transient Causes; and aceardingly

L,:r;cn._‘-.ad'tsh:wn that Mankind are more disposed to suffer, .

while Evils &= sfu::aale, thar: to right’ themsalves by abolishing
the Forms oo which they are accustomed. But when a long Tealn of
Abuses and Usszpetions, purmiing invariably E:l.t same C'HH.'I:.

=

[...] The American Way of Life is individualistiz, dynamic, pragmatic.
It affirms the supreme value and dignity of the individual; it stresses
m:mmmanlﬂsmﬁmh:mn:mmmrhmhﬂmmhn

taiving to "get ahead"; it defines an ethic of self-relisnce, merie, and -
&ram:ter. and judges by achievement: “deeds, not creeds” are what
count. The Americen Way of Life is humamta:wa,. “forward logk-
ing", cptimistic. Americans are easily the most generous snd phil-
anthropic people In the world, in verms of thelr ready end unstinting
response to mﬁumgmﬂrl'm:e on the globe, The American believes
in progress, in self-improvement, and quire fanatically In education.
But above all, the American is idealistic. Americans cannot go oo
making money or achieving worldly success simply on It own
-merits; such “materialistic” things must, in the American mind, be
justified In "higher” terms, in terms of “service” or al;:wardahip" or
“peneral welfare”. Because Americans are o idealistic, they tend to
confuse espousing an ideal with fulfilling it and are alwiys tempeed
to regard themselves as good as the ideals they entertain: hence the
amazingly high valuation most Americans quite sincerely place on
m:&wnmﬁaﬂ&mmdmymmﬂmuﬂg&tﬁ:m terd
to be moralistic: they are inclined to see all fssues as plain and
simple, black and white,. issues of moralicy. Every struggle in which
they are sericusly engaged becomes a “crusads”. [.]

Will Hermere, Protestant, Catholie, Jew, Anchor Boaks, 1555,
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C) Pratique de la langue
30

Firstly describe the photograph below in detail:
How old are the children? What are they wearing? What are they doing? etc

Secondly make suppositions about the photograph:
What period might this be? Where might the photograph have been taken? Where might the

children be going? What might have happened after the photograph was taken?

You can also imagine some dialogue between the two children if you like




