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French mobile firms get a big bill
By James Kanter, International Herald Tribune
THURSDAY, DECEMBER 1, 2005

PARIS -- In a victory for consumers, the French government on Thursday fined the country's three main mobile telephone operators a record 534 million for colluding to set prices for phone calls for five years starting in 1997.  
The ruling was the biggest regulatory crackdown on the European mobile industry, but experts said consumers are unlikely to see much reimbursement for the higher prices they paid, a result of a complicated French legal system.  France's Competition Council said its investigators had found handwritten notes at the companies' offices mentioning "accords" with competitors.
One note at the office of an Orange executive referred to an agreement among the three companies as a "Yalta of market shares," a reference to the victors' post-World War II deal that carved up Europe.
The competition regulator fined France Télécom, which owns the mobile market leader Orange, 256 million for colluding on prices from 1997 to 2003. Vivendi Universal, the majority owner of the country's No. 2 operator SFR, was fined 220 million, and Bouygues Telecom was fined 58 million. The companies denied the charges, which were first alleged by a French consumer group in 2002, and vowed to appeal. But some legal analysts said the move might signal a tougher climate ahead for telecommunications, a business that many supporters point to as a crown jewel of European technological and financial success.
The ruling "sets an important precedent by punching a big hole in the arguments of mobile operators who have long insisted that the industry is wildly innovative," said Peter Alexiadis, a Brussels-based antitrust partner with the law firm Gibson Dunn, who has clients in the communications sector. The penalties, which could have been as high as 10 percent of annual sales, were less than some stock market investors had expected.  
Shares of all three companies ended the day higher, with Vivendi up 2.7 percent, France Télécom up 1.1 percent and Bouygues up 0.89 percent. Still, the credit ratings company Fitch said the ruling raises the likelihood of "deeper regulatory changes designed to protect consumers' interests even further."
 European Commission antitrust officials are already investigating "roaming" charges levied by T-Mobile and Vodafone in Germany and O2 and Vodafone in Britain for overcharging on calls across borders. The French government is also deciding a separate case that alleges that mobile companies overcharge for SMS text messages, according to UFC-Que Choisir, the consumer advocacy group that helped trigger both that case and the collusion case.

1) Décrivez, analysez et traduisez les quatre expressions soulignées.
2) Version : Traduisez les paragraphes 3 et 4.
